l\l_ NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLSAND COLLEGES
r'—_— \ COMMISSION ON INSTITUTIONSOF HIGHER EDUCATION

Q) C 209 Burlington Road, Bedford, MA 01730

\J Voice: (781) 271-0022 Fax: (781) 271-0950 Web: http://cihe. neasc.org

Policy on Notification of Actions Affecting the Accreditation Status of
Affiliated I nstitutions and Providing Other Information

Recognizing that the Federal Government, state agencies, the public, and othersrely on
accreditation decisions, the following steps are taken to assure the timely and broad
dissemination of actions taken regarding the accreditation status of affiliated institutions.

Adverse Actions and Withdrawal from Status

Adverse actions include denial or termination of candidacy; denial or termination of
accreditation; placement on probation. Adverse actions may be appealed under the New
England Association of Schools and Colleges’ Policy and Procedure for the Appeal of
Adverse Action. Until the completion of an appeal, the institution’ s status remains
unchanged. The Commission, at its discretion, may make the adverse action public before
an appeal is completed. In so doing, the Commission will provide information about the
appeal process.

The Commission provides written notification to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Education and appropriate state and accrediting agencies of afinal decision to place the
ingtitution on probation or deny or terminate the accreditation or candidate status of the
institution at the same time the institution is notified, but no later than 30 days after it
reaches the decision.

A pressrelease isissued and widely distributed within 24 hours of notifying the
institution of the final decision on any adverse action. Thisinformation is also made
available through the Commission website.

The Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education, appropriate state and accrediting
agencies, and the public are informed within thirty (30) days of a decision by a candidate
or accredited institution to voluntarily withdraw from its status or to let its accreditation
or candidacy status lapse. Noticeisalso included in subsequent notices of Association
actions as well as on the Commission website http://cihe.neasc.org.
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A statement summarizing the reasons for an adverse action, along with the official
comments that the affected institution may wish to make with regard to that decision, or
evidence that the affected institution has been offered the opportunity to provide official
comments, is made available to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education,
appropriate state agencies, and the public within sixty (60) days of the final decision on
any adverse action.

Other Actions

The Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education, appropriate state agencies, and
appropriate accrediting agencies are informed within thirty (30) days of final actions
granting candidacy or accreditation, reaffirming candidacy or accreditation, and changes
in accreditation status, e.g., moving to the higher degree level. Thisinformation is also
made available to the public on the Commission website and is otherwise widely
distributed.

Other Information

Annually, the Commission provides the Secretary of Education the Membership Roster
of affiliated institutions upon publication.

Upon request of the Secretary, the Commission will provide information regarding an
accredited or candidate institution’s compliance with its program responsibilities under
Title IV of the Higher Education Opportunity Act, including its eligibility to participate
in such programs, for the purpose of assisting the Secretary in resolving problems with
the institution’ s participation in these programs.

The Commission also will provide the Secretary information regarding any changein its
policies, procedures, or accreditation standards that might alter its scope of recognition or
compliance with federal regulations.

If requested, the Commission will provide the Secretary a summary of major accrediting
activities during the past year.

Also, asrequired by federal regulation, the Commission will notify the Secretary of the
name of an institution or program that it has reason to believe isfailing to meet its Title
IV program responsibilities or is engaged in fraud or abuse, along with the Commission’s
reasons for these concerns.
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